SHIRLEY VALENTINE

BY WILLY RUSSELL
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Shirley Valentine...

The Play

Commissioned by the Everyman Theatre, the play premiered in Liverpool in 1986, directed by Glen Walford. Shirley Valentine takes the form of a monologue by a housewife before and after a transforming holiday in Greece. With Shirley Valentine, Willy developed a new style of writing - the one woman show. When first created, Shirley Valentine was a two act play created for one voice. In the first act Shirley is at home, in her kitchen and talking to her wall. In the second act she is in Greece on holiday and talks instead to a rock on the beach she visits each day.

Shirley valentine


The Film (1989)

Dir.  Lewis Gilbert

DISCLAIMER:  The original play was re-imagined as a film in 1989 and it is this screenplay that we will be studying. Just as a playwright can choose to represent events in a certain way, so too can a director with his film version of the play.  It may differ slightly from the original text, which is what we will be using for our exam answers.  The film WILL help with your understanding of the plot etc but NEVER base an essay/exam answer on what you see on screen.  You can only refer to what YOU READ.  You have been warned.

AS YOU WATCH  take notes on  important characters, important events, relevant aspects of setting and possible themes

	Setting


	Theme

	Character


	Plot


Before we begin to read the screenplay we are going to look at the original stage production.  Turn to page 103 in your book and read the two extracts from the play itself.  Then read the review starting on page 113 and answer the questions that follow.

Shirley Valentine 
As we read the play, we are going to focus on the following areas:

	· The character of Shirley Valentine and how she develops.

· The themes that Willy Russell explores through the character of Shirley Valentine.

· Key scenes in the play that help reveal these themes.

· How the playwright uses various techniques to communicate his ideas to the audience.


Look at the opening stage directions directly before scene 1 and the opening stage directions in scenes 1 and 2.
1) What is the significance of the colours used in the drawings of Shirley?

2) We are told what Shirley is doing in 5 of the series of 15 drawings.  Write down 5 things that you think might appear in the other slides.

3) What does the description of Shirley’s street tell you about her life?

4) What is your first impression of Shirley based on these opening stage directions?

COPY AND COMPLETE 
	Quotation
	Page
	Effect on audience

	“various domestic activities”
	
	

	“walking towards the camera with bags of shopping”
	
	

	“small semi detached houses with small gardens”
	
	

	“Closes the kitchen door and leans against it sighing”
	
	

	“turns away to talk to the wall”
	
	


Read scenes 1 – 14. These opening scenes tell the reader a lot about Shirley’s life, her relationship with her children and how she feels about herself. Answer the following questions in as much detail as possible.

1. How do you respond to Shirley’s monologue to the wall? What does it tell you about how she is feeling?

2. How does Shirley feel about her role as housewife and mother? Find evidence to back up your answer.

3. What is the significance of Shirley’s interaction with her neighbour Gillian?

4. Why do many of these scenes take place inside Shirley’s kitchen?  

5. What is your overall impression of Shirley as a person?

Read scenes 15 – 16. In these scenes Shirley remembers how life with her husband Joe used to be when they were first married. Answer the following questions and use them to start to build up a mind-map for the character of Shirley.

1. Describe their relationships when they were first married. Use evidence to back up your answer.

2. What do you think is it that makes them get on so well together? Use evidence to support your answer.

3. Why do you think their relationship has changed for the worse?
 MIND-MAP FOR THE CHARACTER OF SHIRLEY VALENTINE 

Think of words to describe how Shirley feels about her marriage, children and her role. Find evidence to back up your choices. 


SHIRLEY VALENTINE


Read scene 17. This is an important scene in the play because it reveals a lot about the relationship between Shirley and Joe. Answer the following questions and use your answers to start a mind-map for the character of Joe.
1. How are Joe’s feelings towards Shirley revealed in his words and actions? Use evidence to back up your answer.

2. In your own words explain why Shirley has not left him by now.

3. ‘World exclusive’ Joe eats late.  What does this quotation tell you about Shirley’s feelings towards Joe?

4. Why does Joe repeat ‘Now listen’. 

5. Write down all the stage directions where Shirley is in the process of ‘preparing the evening meal’ .Why do you think Russell includes so many stage directions concerned with ‘making the tea’ in this scene?

6. Describe how their relationship has changed from when they were first married. 
Mind-map for the character of Joe


Flat characters 
Flat characters are one-dimensional in that they are relatively uncomplicated and do not change throughout the course of a work.  By contrast, round characters are complex and undergo development, sometimes sufficiently to surprise the reader. 

A flat character is a minor character in a work of fiction who does not undergo substantial change or growth in the course of a story. Also referred to as "static characters," flat characters play a supporting role to the main character, who, as a rule should be round.  

Flat characters are often necessary in a story, along with round characters to highlight a theme or make the reader/audience feel a certain way about the main character. 
	      Quotation

       JOE
	What it tells us about Shirley
	What it tells us about Joe
	Effect on audience

	“you little bugger. Did this!” pg 13


	
	
	

	“You’re a nutcase you are” pg 14


	
	
	

	“I love you…Shirley Valentine” pg 14


	
	
	

	“ Who the bloody hell are you talking to?” pg 14


	
	
	

	“Get on with getting’ my tea” pg 15


	
	
	


What do YOU think is Joe’s role in the screenplay?

Can you identify any other flat characters in the screenplay so far? What do you think their role is? Add rows to your table to include quotations from them.
Mini Essay on Shirley Valentine in opening scenes.

CEL ONE

“Choose a character who seems unhappy in some way.  With close reference to the text, show how the playwright conveys this unhappiness to the audience.”

In your answer you should refer to characterization, setting, stage directions, flashback, humour and dialogue.

Re-read scenes 1- 14 if necessary

STEP ONE 

Select FOUR different ways in which Shirley is shown to be unhappy

STEP TWO

Find quotations/evidence from the text to support each one

STEP THREE

Organize your information into a mini essay (using your CEL quick handout to help you) that should be 6 paragraphs long.  Use TASTE, TARTS and PQCE to structure your paragraphs.  
Read Scenes 18-24

· Make a list of all the reservations that Shirley has about the holiday.  
· Then, write a few paragraphs where you advise her what to do and why.

1)“The only thing I ever wanted was to travel...” What theme does Russell introduce here?

2)How do you think Shirley feels as she says these words?

3) Shirley’s first reaction to Jane’s invitations is “Oh, but Jane I can’t”. What do you think has changed since she was a girl to make her resist the holiday?

4)What does the holiday represent for Shirley?

Read Scenes 24-29 and create a mindmap of ‘young’ Shirley. In Scene 27 Shirley remembers the end of school term. Answer the following information and it to your mind-map.
1. How do the headmistress’s words affect Shirley?

2. Why would Shirley liked to have been more like Marjorie Majors?

3. What do you think Shirley would really liked to have done after leaving school? 

4. What part does CLASS have to play in Shirley’s high school experience?

5. Do you think the teacher’s low expectations of her had an impact on the rest of Shirley’s life?

6. Do you think it is significant that Shirley and Marjorie sat next to one another in school BUT were so radically different?

7. Why does Shirley describe herself as a ‘rebel’


We can see from these scenes that Shirley’s future is almost decided for her before she even leaves school.  Write a letter to the young Shirley where you advise her on how to deal with The Headmistress, Marjorie etc etc to ensure that she DOES fulfil her dreams.
Dear Shirley, 

Read up to scene 38. Scenes 32,33 and 38 are particularly important because they reveal a lot about Shirley’s past life and her present situation. 
In Scene 32 Shirley meets Marjorie Majors again.

1. What kind of life does Shirley imagine Marjorie leads?

2. Why might she be envious of this lifestyle?

3. How do you think she feels when she compares her own life to Marjorie’s?

4. What do the two women reveal to each other about how they felt about each other when they were at school? Explain why each might have been envious of the other. 

In Scene 33 Marjorie and Shirley say goodbye.

1. What do you think Shirley means when she says ‘It was the sweetest kiss I’d known in years’? How do you think she feels at this point?

2. What does she really mean when she asks ‘What’s happened to Shirley Valentine?’

3. What secondary theme does Russell introduce here?

4. Do you think she has many regrets about her younger days and the ambitions/dreams that she once had? 
DIVIDE YOUR PAGE INTO TWO AND ON ONE SIDE YOU ARE TO MAKE NOTES ON MARJORIES IMPACT/CONTRIBUTIONS TO SHIRLEY’S YOUNGER LIFE AND ON THE OTHER YOU ARE TO MAKE NOTES ON MARJORIE’S IMPACT/CONTRIBUTIONS TO SHIRLEY’S PRESENT DAY LIFE.  INCLUDE QUOTATIONS.

In scenes 34 – 38 Shirley contemplates her life and marriage in light of her meeting with Marjorie.  

· What theme is most prevalent in these scenes?  

· What has Shirley realised in that afternoon in the Adelphi with Marjorie?

· What truth is Shirley beginning to accept about her life?
In Scene 38 Shirley tells Joe that she is going to Greece. 
1. Why do you think it is significant that the scene opens with a ‘close shot...three eggs frying’?

2. ‘I like chips and egg on a Tuesday’.  What do these words suggest about Joe?

3. Joe is seen to be a very violent and disrespectful man in this scene.  Why might this have been a conscious effort on the part of the playwright?

4. Comment on what the following quotations suggest about Shirley’s state of mind in this scene
“Then quite calmly...determined smile”

“underlines the word Greece”

“steel in her voice”

“it’s a place i’m going to”

5. Explain how Joe responds to Shirley’s news and what this reveals about their relationship and roles. 

Read Scenes 39-58. In these Scenes Shirley makes preparations for her holiday in Greece. Fill in the missing boxes.
	QUOTE
	COMMENT

	Well, you never know, Shirley. This could be the start of something. This year, Greece – next year, the World!
	

	
	Joe plays the stereotypical man’s role in the marriage.



	
	Shirley’s daughter takes her for granted.



	…I’d love to have sat and had a talk with you or, gone to town…not as your mother, but as another human bein’…
	

	Two middle-aged women goin’ to Greece on their own. It’s disgustin’!


	

	
	Shirley experiences a change of heart after Millandra’s reaction makes her feel guilty about trying to break away from the identity of wife and mother.

	
	Gillian prompts Shirley to re-evaluate herself in light of her gift and words, reminding her that she IS more than a wife and mother.


From a play you have studied choose a scene that you consider to be crucial to the development of the drama and go on to show its importance to the play overall.

(mix and match activity) 
A play in which a particular scene is crucial to the development of the dram os Shirley valentine by Willy Russell.  The play is concerned with a lonely housewife who decides to shake the constraints of her monotonous life and embark on an adventure to Greece.  Scene 38 marks a turning point in the drama as this is when Shirley makes the crucial decision to finally do something for herself and go on holiday to Greece, a decision which has a dramatic outcome on the play overall.
POINT Firstly, the playwright uses setting to illustrate the reality of Shirley’s life and to develop his ideas on the themes of dreams and escape. The entire scene is set in the kitchen, reinforcing Shirley’s position in life and Joe’s expectations of her as she contemplates leaving him.  The close ups of her cooking help to show the weight of these duties in her life.
QUOTE “I’m terrified that there would be no...place for me in the life beyond the wall (looks down at the frying pan).”COMMENT The presentation of her relationship with Joe creates tension and forces her to face up to the reality of what she has become in light of her encounter with Marjorie in the previous scene.  In this respect, scene 38 is very important to the play as it is when Shirley is forced to acknowledge what her life has become and how different it is from what she hoped for as a girl. She is trapped in a loveless marriage where her main duties are cooking and cleaning for an ungrateful husband. Her chance meeting with Marjorie is very effective as it has shown her that she is still in control of her own destiny. During her meeting with Marjorie, the last thing she says is “Goodbye, Goodbye Shirley Valentine.” These words trigger a realisation for Shirley, and she remembers who she used to be and the dreams she used to have which in turn prompts her to think about her future and what she actually wants to do with her life.

POINT In addition to this, Russell uses characterisation to convey Shirley’s developing confidence as she finally makes a decision based on her wants, needs and desires.  The Shirley that the audience see beginning to emerge in scene 38 is very different form the shy, lonely, miserable woman from previous scenes who put everyone before herself.QUOTE “Then quite calmly, she gets up, a small determined smile on her face...and with a soaked chip underlines the word Greece on the poster” COMMENT  Russell’s use of characterisation reveals Shirley’s new sense of herself as she realises how little Joe thinks of her and how she has devoted her life to taking care of someone who doesn’t appreciate her efforts.   Previously to this, Shirley was depicted as a downtrodden housewife who tended to everyone else’s needs and neglected her own. The use of the word ‘determined’ is interesting as it suggests that Shirley is now thinking about herself for once.  She knows exactly what she wants out of life and is ready to be honest with herself, find some happiness and recapture the girl she used to be.

POINT Furthermore, in scene 38 , Russell uses stage directions to ensure that the audience see a dramatic change in Shirley’s attitude towards the holiday.  Whereas previously, the audience saw Shirley being reluctantly cajoled into getting passport pictures and taking the tickets, after scene 38 she is shown to be very single-minded about the trip and is seen making dedicated preparations.QUOTE  “Open on a close shot of the shelves devoted to travel books...she takes the book from the shelf, opens it, mouths a few words then closes it”
COMMENT These stage directions imply that Shirley is now very serious about her impending trip, highlighted by the variety of activities that she is involved in. Everything that she does is in direct preparation for her trip and reveals a new independent and confident side of Shirley. This suggests that Shirley is now considering her own desires and needs before those of others.  The use of quick cutting between locations is very effective as it indicates Shirley’s determination and focus.POINTAs well as this, Russell also uses Shirley’s interactions with her daughter Millandra to convey Shirley’s new sense of self and develop his theme of identity.The audience have already been given an insight into Shirley’s relationships with her children and are aware of the way that Millandra looks down on her Mother but after the pivotal events of scene 38, we see a chance in their dynamic.QUOTE “That’s right Millandra..! I’m going to Greece for the sex.”COMMENT Shirley’s use of language here reveals her new confidence and bravery.  She no longer feels the need to please everyone and to affirm her existence through how other people see her.  She is ready to be herself and the dialogue here is effective as it reveals that Shirley wants to shock her daughter.  She is tired of being seen as a wife and mother, as someone who exists only to do their bidding and is exerting her newfound sense of independence by shedding this old identity. 

POINT The audience also see a different side to Shirley when she meets Gillian in the dept store.  We no longer see Shirley shy away from Gillian, fearful of the stark contrast between them.  Instead of seeing Gillian as a symbol of all that she doesn’t have, Shirley now sees Gillian as a symbol of her self imposed oppression and takes steps to fight against it.  
QUOTE“Yes, we fly out tomorrow, my lover and I.  For a fortnight on the Greek islands.  Just two weeks of sun, and taramasalata and whatever else takes our fancy.”  COMMENT This interaction with Gillian is an important one for Shirley.  The character of Gillian has been used by the playwright to highlight Shirley’s feelings of inferiority and to suggest that she feels her life is lacking.  By having this encounter with Gillian, and regaining the upper hand to some extent, Shirley is able to reclaim some of her old identity and this too gives her an important boost in confidence.
POINT As Shirley prepares to leave for the airport, the audience see the effect of Shirley’s important decision in scene 38.  As these scenes progress, the audience can appreciate how Shirley sees herself differently as she makes her final preparations for her holiday.  Her ability to stand up to Joe, Millandra and Gillian have given her a new confidence in herself.  When Gillian leaves after presenting her with the robe, Shirley can actually see her own potential.QUOTE “I’m no longer Shirley Bradshaw – middle-aged housewife, beginnin’ to sag a bit  - I’m Shirley the Brave, Shirley the Marvellous! …Shirley Valentine!
COMMENT The Shirley Bradshaw, cook, cleaner and wife that we saw in scene 38 has disappeared.  As a result of Joe’s vile treatment of her in this scene and her realisation of what her life has become, Shirley has managed to regain a little of her old self.  She is now able to look in the mirror and be proud of herself.  She can now call herself ‘Shirley Valentine’and look to the future with a new sense of self and confidence. As a direct result of the events in scene 38, Shirley is on the brink of achieving her dreams and for once she feels like she deserves them.
‘Shirley Valentine’ is a very powerful play that explores many themes including the role of women, dreams and identity.  Scene 38 is very important to the play overall as it is a turning point for Shirley and the events in this scene force Shirley to face up to what her life has become and take steps to find herself again, resulting in her decision to embark on a life affirming trip to Greece. 

REDUCE ESSAY TO PLAN FOR REVISION NOTES
1) At the beginning of scene 38 just before Shirley makes her decision, Shirley is forced to re-evaluate her relationship with Joe as she is faced with the realities of her life as a housewife.
“I’m terrified that there would be no...place for me in the life beyond the wall (looks down at the frying pan).
Shirley is forced to acknowledge what her life has become and how different it is from what she hoped for as a girl. She is trapped in a loveless marriage where her main duties are cooking and cleaning for an ungrateful husband. During her meeting with Marjorie, the last thing she says is “Goodbye, Goodbye Shirley Valentine.” These words trigger a realisation for Shirley, and she remembers who she used to be and the dreams she used to have which in turn prompts her to think about her future and what she actually wants to do with her life.
“no place for me”
2) Audience see a new, more confident Shirley begin to emerge in scene 38 as she makes her decision to go to Greece.  This is in stark contrast to the woman in previous scenes.
“Then quite calmly, she gets up, a small determined smile on her face...and with a soaked chip underlines the word Greece on the poster”
Russell’s use of characterisation reveals Shirley’s new sense of herself She knows exactly what she wants out of life and is ready to be honest with herself, find some happiness and recapture the girl she used to be.

“determined”

3) The impact of her decision can be seen in her behaviour after scene 38 as there is a dramatic change in Shirley’s attitude towards the holiday after scene 38

“Open on a close shot of the shelves devoted to travel books...she takes the book from the shelf, opens it, mouths a few words then closes it”
These stage directions imply that Shirley is now very serious about her impending trip, highlighted by the variety of activities that she is involved in. This suggests that Shirley is now considering her own desires and needs before those of others.  

QUICK CUTTING
4) We can see how much Shirley has changed in light of her brave decision when she stands up to her daughter who she previously let walk all over her and asserts her new sense of self after scene 38.
“That’s right Millandra..! I’m going to Greece for the sex.”
Shirley’s use of language here reveals her new confidence and bravery.  She no longer feels the need to please everyone and to affirm her existence through how other people see her.  She is ready to be herself
“for the sex”
5) Audience see Shirley’s new self confidence as she stands up to Gillian in department store.  Her ability to make a decision for herself makes her braver and more sure of herself.
“Yes, we fly out tomorrow, my lover and I.  For a fortnight on the Greek islands.  Just two weeks of sun, and taramasalata and whatever else takes our fancy.”  
By having this encounter with Gillian, and regaining the upper hand to some extent, Shirley is able to reclaim some of her old identity and this too gives her an important boost in confidence.
“my lover and I”
6) Before she leaves for Greece, the audience see how differently Shirley feels about herself as a result of what she has decided to do.
“I’m no longer Shirley Bradshaw – middle-aged housewife, beginnin’ to sag a bit  - I’m Shirley the Brave, Shirley the Marvellous! …Shirley Valentine!
She is now able to look in the mirror and be proud of herself.  She can now call herself ‘Shirley Valentine’and look to the future with a new sense of self and confidence.
“no longer Shirley Bradshaw”
THEMES
The two main themes that Willy Russell explores in his screenplay are dreams/escape and identity.
It is helpful to think about theme as a string that runs right through the text, holding it together.  In an essay you will be expected to show how theme is INTRODUCED, how it is DEVELOPED and how it is CONCLUDED.

We will begin by looking at how these themes are INTRODUCED to the audience.

In pairs, divide your page into two and head up your columns with

DREAMS/ESCAPE





IDENTITY

“well what’s wrong with 


“ I don’t normally have 
that?There’s a woman


much to do with Gillian”
three doors down 

talks to her microwave”

Shirley attempts to escape 

The character of 

the monotony and loneliness

Gillian is used to convey
of her life by talking to the wall. 
Shirley’s lack of self 







esteem.  She defines 








herself by what she 








is not. 
and copy down relevant quotations under each heading to show how Russell INTRODUCES each theme. Include a brief comment under each quotation. (Look back in your notes to help you!)
Read Scenes 58 – 71. Shirley loves Greece and enjoys having peace and quiet for her own thoughts. 
Even though Shirley has made the momentous decision to leave Liverpool behind and travel to Greece, the audience can still see remnants of the old Shirley.

FILL IN THE FOLLOWING TABLE TO SHOW HOW SHIRLEY IS SHOWN TO BE RELUCTANT TO CHANGE HER WAYS AND HOW SHE IS BEGINNING TO REDISCOVER HER OWN SENSE OF SELF.

Old Shirley 
Quotation
New Shirley
Quotation

Read scenes 72 to 80.
Shirley appears to be on the brink of fulfilling her dream when she visits the taverna.  However, she soon finds that she is less than fulfilled by her experience and reflects on the things that have brought her to this point.
Find quotations from these scenes to add to your notes on THEMES.  Look for references to both dreams and identity.

Read Scenes 80- 99.COPY Shirley meets a Greek waiter called Costas and as she spends time with him she begins to realise that her dreams are far bigger than just a glass of wine.  She wants to live. This is a true turning point for Shirley, she is rediscovering her passion for life and her own strength. She is rediscovering ‘Shirley Valentine’. 
Comment on what the following quotations reveal about the character of Shirley and/or the themes of the screenplay.
“In a long shot we see Costas’ boat heading out to sea’

“I’m steering the boat”

“I wanna jump off the roof”

“Shirley Valentine is loop the bloody loop”

“...with a happy grin so does Shirley”

“Aren’t men full of shit?”

“ive fallen in love with the idea of living”

“(in Greek) How...how much is these flowers?”

“She watches the proceedings...she quietly stands, turns..”
“Back to your own life?”
Read to scene 108 where Shirley decides to stay in Greece.  Fill in the missing boxes using your useful expressions.

	QUOTE
	COMMENTe.g this suggests/implies/

highlights
	Key Word e.g this word is very striking/poignant

/interesting

	It won’t go away.This shocking thought.
	
	

	Ive done me job
	
	

	We don’t do what we want to do...we do what we have to do
	
	

	If…if for some reason I didn’t go back…home…Who would miss me?


	
	

	Why should I go back to being that woman?


	
	

	An’ what I want to do is stay here – stay here happy Shirley Valentine

	
	

	Calmly and confidently without a backward glance, she walks out into the sunshine
	
	

	Dont worry Costas, I haven’t come back for you.  Ive come back for a job.
	
	


COPY By the end of the play Shirley has transformed from the downtrodden, miserable housewife of the opening scenes, to a confident, fulfilled and happy woman.  Her brave decision in scene 38 has had a huge effect on both her character, her relationship with Joe and the outcome of the screenplay.Fill in the missing boxes to show what they suggest about Shirley.
	QUOTE
	COMMENT

	About you making a fool of yourself with this holiday romance.


	

	with her well tanned skin she looks the picture of health and happiness
	

	“im prepared to forgive you”


	

	Riding along the road on  a motorcycle
	

	The only holiday romance I’ve had is with meself.An… an’ I think I’ve come to like meself really.
	

	And now that ive found some life ive no intention of running away from it.
	

	I didn’t recognise you.


	

	Hello. I used to be the mother. I used to be the wife. But now I’m Shirley Valentine again.
	


At the start of the screenplay we studied Joe as a ‘flat’ character who was just there to manipulate the audience’s feelings towards Shirley.  Joe is used throughout the play to help the audience understand more about the themes of the play also.
· Shirley has obviously come a long way in the course of the play but has Joe?  Trace the development of her relationship with Joe from when they were first married to their reunion in Greece.  Include quotations.
e.g   

Just married – happy, young, carefree, in love “I love you...Shirley Valentine”

· Look at Joe’s conversation with his son towards the end of the play.  How is Joe shown to be symbolic of the life and attitudes that Shirley wants to escape from?  
· How do you think Joe feels about his life and his marriage
 1) before Shirley goes to Greece?
 2) After Shirley leaves for Greece 
3) When Shirley tells him she’s not coming home?

· At the end of the play, Joe flies to Greece to meet Shirley.  Why do you think he does this?
· Do you think Joe will find the same happiness as Shirley in Greece?  Why/Why not?
KEY QUOTATIONS

Before Turning Point (Shirley at start)

“various domestic activities including cleaning, making beds, gardening and shopping”

 “she closes the kitchen door and leans against it sighing”

“I don’t normally have much to do with Gillian”

 “There’s only me an him now wall...”

“...get on with gettin’ my tea”

 “When i was a girl I used to jump off our roof”

 “he used to laugh...we both did”

“Our Millandra’s a bit of a mare”
”And Shirley valentine turned into this...”

Turning point scene 38 ( beginning to change)

“A close shot of Shirley as she looks at three eggs frying”

I’m terrified that there would be no...place for me in the life beyond the wall

“Then quite calmly, she gets up, a small determined smile on her face...and with a soaked chip underlines the word Greece on the poster” 

“Open on a close shot of the shelves devoted to travel books...she takes the book from the shelf, opens it, mouths a few words then closes it”

That’s right Millandra..! I’m going to Greece for the sex.”

“Yes, we fly out tomorrow, my lover and I.  For a fortnight on the Greek islands.  Just two weeks of sun, and taramasalata and whatever else takes our fancy.”

“I’m no longer Shirley Bradshaw – middle-aged housewife, beginnin’ to sag a bit  - I’m Shirley the Brave, Shirley the Marvellous! …Shirley Valentine!
After Turning Point (In Greece)

“Excuse me.  Excuse me. You do watch the Olympic games...it was the Greeks”

“i love it here”

“Smiling with sudden confidence”

“I wanna jump in”

“I’ve fallen in love with the idea of living”

“Flower seller replies in Greek and Shirley hands her a note”

“Why should I go back to being that woman?”

“...without a backward glance she walks out into the sunshine”

“with her well tanned skin she looks the picture of health and happiness”

“I used to be the wife, I used to be the mother but now im Shirley Valentine again”

Joe
“I love you Shirley valentine”

“I think you...are going round the bend”

“im not eating this”

“You can forget it, I am not going to no Greece”

I may not be the best husband...but i do love her wall”

“im prepared to forgive you”

You’ll get yourself on a plane and come back home”

“you’re goin through the change of life”

“Shes ion Greece she’s not down the soddin road”

“I didn’t recognise you”

Choose a play that focuses on the central character's journey towards self-knowledge.

Briefly trace the character's "journey" and examine the consequences of this growing self-knowledge in the play.

In your answer you must refer in detail to such aspects as: theme, characterisation, structure.

Some plays present us with a limited area of human experience and yet, at the same time, explore major themes of universal significance.

Choose such a play and show how universal themes emerge from its treatment of individual human experience.

In your answer you must refer in detail to such aspects as: theme, characterisation, structure as well as to specific scenes and incidents.

From a play you have studied, choose a scene in which a character is forced to face up to the truth about himself/herself.

Briefly explain the circumstances which bring this about and go on to consider how it affects the outcome of the play and your response to the character.

In your answer you must refer in detail to such aspects as: theme, characterisation, structure as well as to specific scenes and incidents.
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